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Aquatic birds of Lake Haruna, Gunma Prefecture
— Dominant species are pochard (4ythya ferina) , tufted duck (Aythya fuligula)
and coot (Fulica atra) —

Summizu Nobuhiko
874-2 Kamikobana, Takasaki, Gunma 370-0077, Japan
(buno9011@almond.ocn.ne.jp)

Abstract: This study conducted over 48 days of bird survey, identified and counted all the waterfowl present on Lake
Haruna, Gunma Prefecture, Japan from 2014.April to 2016.March. The waterfowls identified at Lake Haruna were 15 species.
The number of waterfowl species was low from June to September, but the number increased from October to April with
the arrival of winter birds. The number of individuals identified from May to September was low as well, but the number
increased, especially with pochard (dythya ferina), tufted duck (Aythya fuligula), and coot (Fulica atra) from end of
October to end of December when the inland bodies of water started to freeze. It is noted that numbers of pintail (4nas
acuta) , mallard (4Anas platyrhynchos) , teal (Anas crecca), and spot-billed duck (4nas zonorhyncha) are less compared to
other bodies of water in Gunma Prefecture during winter. This may due to availability of waterweed and shellfish for pochard,
ufted duck, and coot, and less availability of rice paddies where pintail, mallard, and teal forage for food during nighttime.

Key Words: Lake Haruna, Aquatic birds, Aythya ferina, Aythya fuligula, Fulica atra
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