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Jungle crows (Corvus macrorhynchos)nest on powerline poles in Maebashi City,
Gunma Prefecture, Japan
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Abstract: Crows are known to cause power outages by nesting on powerline poles and towers. Although two
species of crows (i.e., jungle [Corvus macrorhynchos] and carrion [C. corone] crows) breed in Japan, carrion
crows were thought to be the only one that nests on powerline poles. In this study, we observed ten nesting sites on
powerline poles in Maebashi City, Gunma Prefecture, and confirmed that at least five of the nine were nested by
jungle crows. Observations of nest building revealed that a pair of jungle crows delivered nest material 3—115 times
per day to the nest. Maebashi City is less forested than areas where carrion crows’ nests on powerline poles have

been recorded, suggesting that jungle crows may use artificial structures for nesting when natural nesting habitat is
scarce.
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Fig. 1. Distribution of nests of jungle(closed circle)and
carrion crows(open circle)and unknown species(square)on
powerline poles in Maebashi City, Gunma Prefecture. This map
is after web site of Geospatial Information Authority of Japan (http://maps.
gsi.go.jp/) .
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Fig. 2. A nest of jungle crow on a powerline pole. (Ogomachi,
Maebashi City, Gunma Prefecture. 17 Apr. 2022) .
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Fig. 3. A jungle crow nesting on a powerline pole. (Kawarahamamachi,
Maebashi City, Gunma Prefecture. 16 Apr. 2022) .
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